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John the Baptist said that he is not worthy to untie the thongs of  Jesus’ sandals. I feel the same way writing this 
foreword. God has done so much and I fear that my words cannot begin to give Him the glory He deserves.

During the 1990s the World Bank consulted more than sixty thousand poor people from sixty low-income countries 
about the basic question: What is poverty? The results of  this study have been published in a series of  volumes 
called Voices of  the Poor. Below is a small sample of  the words that the poor used to describe their situation:

For a poor person, everything is terrible – illness, humiliation, shame. We are cripples; we are afraid of  everything; 
we depend on everyone. No one needs us. We are like garbage that everyone wants to get rid of.

When one is poor, she has no say in public, she feels inferior. She has no food, so there is famine in her house, no 
clothing, and no progress in her house.*

LIFT Community Development realizes that poverty is not only a lack of  resources but a much deeper humanitarian 
problem. Our efforts are focused on upliftment, and not merely temporary relief  which can result in more 
dependence and humiliation. The clinic (in partnership with the University of  Pretoria) provides basic health care to 
keep the community healthy and able to work. Malnutrition amongst children has been reduced dramatically. Other 
efforts include house worker training, generating income through arts and crafts, vegetable gardens, and various 
spiritual efforts.

In March 2020 the world wide Coronavirus pandemic hit South African shores. Although this fall outside of  the 
reporting period I want to make a few comments.

The arrival of  the virus was quickly followed by a national lockdown. The result of  the lockdown was that a lot 
of  people lost their incomes. Poor communities were hit especially hard. LIFT Community Development was 
subsequently forced to change gear from upliftment to emergency relief. This was done in partnership with 
numerous other organizations.

We saw in amazement how God opened the floodgates of  heaven to provide for the needy. By the time of  writing, 
He provided more than R 1 000 000 in addition to many thousands of  food parcels. By His grace, no one in the two 
informal settlements and no one from our team have been infected with Covid-2019 so far.

My thanks to all the volunteers, donors, and a wonderful team that is shining God’s light in a dark world.

__________________
Chris Lubbe
LIFT Community Development Chairperson

Foreword
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Chris Lubbe (Chairperson)     Lynette Erlank 
Retha Erasmus (Executive Director)    Ian Dubery
Cornie Foord       Charlene Strydom

LIFT Vision:
The Vision of  LIFT Community Development is to unlock potential for hope in the community and to build Woodlane 
Village as a Kingdom Community.

LIFT Mission:
The Mission is to supply basic medical care and to support the community with training in Life Skills, small business 
development and food security. 

LIFT Community Development is a non-profit company as well as a non-profit organization under the auspices of  the 
Moreleta Park Congregation with the principal objective to engage in community development for needy and poor 
persons and anti-poverty initiatives through: 
•	 The promotion of  community-based projects relating to self-help, empowerment, capacity building, skills 

development or anti-poverty;
•	 The provision of  training, support or assistance to community-based projects as contemplated above;
•	 Ministry in general.

LIFT Community Development is also a platform for the members of  Moreleta Park Congregation (MPC) through 
which they can develop a lifestyle where they can live out their faith by getting involved with the spiritual, emotional 
and physical needs of  the community.

1. LIFT Directors

2. Vision and Mission

3. Objectives
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A Major part of  the work of  LIFT Community Development focusses on uplifting the lives of  the residents 
of  Woodlane Village (also known as Plastic View). This informal settlement is situated on 8 hectares next to 
Moreletapark Congregation. Many of  the residents of  Woodlane Village have lived in the bushes in the area where 
the Village currently is. 

One of  the main reasons for people living in such circumstances in the East of  Pretoria is that they wanted to be 
near their place of  work. Tswelopele Step-by-Step NPO has been instrumental in organising the people that were 
already there in a formal village with a leadership structure in 2009 with the help of  a court order. Part of  the 
court order was that the City of  Tshwane has to provide water, sanitation and security to the Village. They did very 
important work to teach the residents life skills, help them to organise village leadership and establish rules for 
the residents. Originally 3000 people were registered in 856 shacks and the rule was that people were not allowed 
to rent out shacks to others and that if  a person moved or passed away, the shack should be broken down and the 
space left open. 

Since about middle 2016 the City of  Tshwane was not able to afford a security company any more and more people 
moved into the Village and the area around it has become an illegal dumping ground. The original village leadership 
structure that has helped to organise daily life in Woodlane Village has also collapsed since the original residents 
have changed so much. Currently there are about 8000 to 9000 residents in Woodlane Village. 

As mentioned before, the City of  Tshwane is legally compelled by the existing court order to supply water, sanitation 
and security to Woodlane Village. The land on which Woodlane Village is, is the property of  the City of  Tshwane. 
Since that is the case, the residents are not allowed to put up any permanent structures. There are now 8 water 
tanks (one of  them sponsored by LIFT) in the village that are filled by the City of  Tshwane on a daily basis. There 
are 41 toilets in the village. Just recently a new contractor has been signed for the toilets and the old sluice toilets 
were exchanged with new chemical toilets. 

At the moment no clear statistics of  the residents of  Woodlane Village exists. Because of  our work with Woodlane 
Village we guess that at least 60-70% of  the people are from Zimbabwe, about 20 % from the RSA and the rest from 
Lesotho, Malawi and Mozambique. 

4. Background of Woodlane Village
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5.1 Street Medicine Project

The Woodlane Village Clinic started on 8 February 2017 in cooperation with the 
University of  Pretoria. The Clinic is part of  the COPC (Community Oriented Primary 
Care) project that UP has in cooperation with the Department of  Health. COPC involves 
clinics that are rolled out in informal settlements with community health workers. UP supplies 
a medical doctor and Dietician that serves at the clinic every Wednesday morning from 7:30 to 
12:30. LIFT has provided 3 containers where the services are delivered and manages the clinic. 
LIFT and UP have also employed 8 Community Health Workers (2 are working in Cemetery View, 
another informal settlement not far from Woodlane Village), and a Health Professional. Each Community 
Health Worker (CHW) works 25 hours per week and their job is to do Household assessments in the 
Village using the AITA system where data is captured on smartphones. This system is used by UP in all 
informal settlements where CHW’s are working. The CHW’s also follow up on patients, share critical health 
information, do pre-and post-natal care and assist in the running of  the clinic on a Wednesday morning. 
They have received 2 weeks training prior to their employment and receive in-house training every 
Thursday that is based on the Department of  Health’s training for CHW’s. 

The Health Professional employed by LIFT Community Development works 20 hours per week. She is 
responsible for managing the clinic, family planning and and does training with the community health 
workers each week and acts as their supervisor and mentor.

Patient’s details, diagnosis and medication are captured on the national system called “Synaxon”. The 
services that are provided at the clinic are basic medical care, dietetics (children under 6 years are weighed 
and measured), family planning and HIV testing and counselling. A Social worker from UP (University of  
Pretoria) joins the clinic staff  on Wednesdays. Since the clinic focusses on basic primary care and screening 
only, many patients are referred to Pretorius Park Clinic or Tshwane District hospital. We are not able to 
supply chronic medicine, ARV’s, draw blood, test sputum etc. All pregnant women are also referred. We help 
malnourished children with supplementation for a month and then they are also referred to Pretorius Park 
for further supplementation. 

5. LIFT Projects
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A health day for the children six years and younger is held twice per year where the children are weighed, 
measured, iron tested, and Vitamin A and deworming are given and immunization done in cooperation with 
Pretorius Park Clinic. 

The Dietitian from the University of  Pretoria started with a project where mothers with malnourished 
children are taught how to cook healthy food with what they have available in the Village and also with 

what food they can afford. This takes place every Wednesday after Clinic.

The clinic registers as many as possible pregnant women in the Village and each new mother 
receives a baby bag with the most necessary items when she goes to give bir th.  The last 

year 41 baby bags were given out. 

A volunteer trained in child care has presented 4 support groups to moms with new 
babies. Each group had 6 sessions that included baby massage, stimulating your baby’s 

growth, breastfeeding and other applicable content for new mothers.

From 1 April 2019 to 31 March 2020 a total of  2277 patients visited the clinic. Since the clinic 
opened on 8 February 2017 until 31 March 2020 a total of  7428 patients have been helped. For the 

last year patients were seen in the following categories:

Category Patients Category Patients Category Patients

Ante Natal Care 55  HIV/Aids  231 Pap smear 1

Dietetics 447  Primary Care 1061 Audiology 1

Family Planning 450 Social work 28 Chronic Care 3
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5.2 Domestic Worker Training

This project focusses on empowerment and job creation. Ten women from the 
Village are part of  a group that is then trained as domestic workers. The program 
consists of  6 cooking classes of  3 hours each, as well as 6 other modules that include 
the following themes: washing and ironing, cleaning, work ethic, communication and conflict 
management, alcohol abuse, HIV/Aids, domestic violence, and parentings skills.

All the modules about life skills are presented by professionals on a voluntary basis and the cooking 
classes are presented by a professional chef.  

The women receive a certificate after they have completed their training. LIFT then supports them in 
marketing their skills and facilitates interviews with prospective employers. 
From 1 April 2019 to 31 March 2020 40 women were trained. About 50 % of  the women are able to find 
jobs as a result of  this project.

5.3 Needlework Project

Needlework classes are presented each Monday from 9:00 to 14:00 and every Wednesday from 10:00 to 
13:00 by a group of  4 volunteers. The Monday group receives training to work with a sewing machine and 
how to make clothing, bags, aprons and other articles that they then can sell in their communities as a 
way to generate  an income. They also made toys that were donated to a children’s home. The Wednesday 
group is trained in knitting and crochet. The articles are also sold. 

There are 24 women who take part in the project of  whom many are from Woodlane village.
A weekly Bible Study is done with the women and volunteers are in a discipleship relationship with the 
women. The women also have the opportunity to share their challenges with the group and they can pray 
for and support each other.

5. LIFT Projects
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5.4 CGD Store

The CGD Store continuously receives donations of  clothing, household items, 
toys, furniture and other things from the community. Thir ty-three organisations 
are helped with these donations. The organisations consist of  children’s homes, 
old age homes, homes for the disabled, the deaf  and places of  safety.

Financial gifts are utilized to buy non-perishable food for 25 of  these 
organizations on a monthly basis.

For the year ending on 31 March 2020 the following items were given to  
those in need: 
•	 632 food parcels issued 
•	 282 bags of  clothing handed out
•	 87 bags of  shoes handed out
•	 20 boxes of  toys issued
•	 20 boxes of  kitchenware issued

The Store has also started to sell clothes that are donated to the residents of  
Woodlane Village at a minimal price. The money earned has been used to buy 
food for the organisations that LIFT supports.

5.5 LIFT Event

The “Pendula Children‘s Store” took place on 11 May 2019 and 29 October 2019 June. 160 of  the children of  
Pure Hope School – most of  them coming from Woodlane Village – took part in these two events. Each time 

the children did recycling for 6 weeks and earned “pendulas” (paper money) through their recycling. On 
these two dates they could come to spend what they have earned in a pop-up shop. The contents of  

the shop were donated by the members of  the Moreleta Park Congregation and other donors in the 
community. Toiletries, stationary, non-perishable food, clothing, sweets and toys were sold on 

these two days.

Through this project the children learnt what it means to recycle, how they can keep their 
community clean and care for the environment, and also learnt that hard work is rewarded.  

Dignity was also built up because the children had the opportunity to address their own as well as 
the needs of  their family through money they earned themselves.
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5.6 Vegetable Project

Children that are malnourished or that are stunted in their growth are identified every 
week at the clinic. These families from Woodlane Village then become a part of  the 
vegetable project. The Village does not have enough space for vegetable gardens 
because the shacks are too close together. LIFT has received a donation of  soil and 
tyres. Each family receives two tyres and also spinach and onion seedlings. These two 
kinds of  vegetables are the most popular and also grows the best. Families are visited 
once every three weeks and are given support, advice and fertilizer. One hundred 
families are already part of  this project. 

5.7 Woodlane Village Support Group for Women

Domestic violence is a big problem for the women of  Woodlane Village and the support group was started 
in 2018 to support the women. Twelve women at a time attend the support group that is presented every 
Tuesday afternoon for 7 weeks. 

The first session uses mosaic art to help the women to relax and to get to know each other. Two sessions 
focus on the Father Heart of  God, their value in the eyes of  their Creator and sharing the Gospel. One 
session deals with nutritional food for the family and a cooking demonstration in our kitchen (for example 
how to prepare a nutritional samp and beans meal or a healthy, cheap soup). One session deals with safety 
in the home (we see many children at the clinic who drink paraffin or burn in the cooking fires). The last 
two sessions deal with domestic violence and all the kinds of  abuse and how to deal with it. The women 
receive a cup of  tea at each session and a muffin. All the sessions are presented by volunteers. Most of  
these women do not understand English and a translator from the Village is used. From 1 April 2019 to 
31 March 2020 five groups (50 women), went through the seven-week program. It is called “Power for 
Women”. The ladies receive a certificate of  attendance and are motivated to share what they have learnt 
with other women in the village.

5. LIFT Projects
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5.8 Tree Planting Day

On 7 March 2020 45 of  Bosch Rexroth South Africa took part in a 
tree planting day for Woodlane Village. They donated the compost 
necessary to plant 120 trees. The trees were donated by the City 
of  Tshwane. The residents were very excited about the trees being 
planted in the Village and helped with the planting process.

5.9 ArtLIFT Project

The ArtLIFT Project started in April 2019. The aim of  the project is to teach the residents of  Woodlane Village to 
make articles from recycled material. They learnt how to make brooms from plastic bottles, notice boards with cork 
used to seal wine bottles, door “curtains” with plastic lids, wind charms from beer bottle lids and crochet with plastic 
bags. A Brazilian lady also taught them how to use Tetrapak boxes as insulation against heat as well as cold weather 
for their shacks.

Eight residents made thousands of  flowers from egg trays and wooden sticks that is used to stir sugar in hot drinks. 
These flowers were sold after the Moreleta Park church services and at craft markets and the they each earned 
R1500 or more with the flowers.

Six ladies took part in making woollen hats an scarfs from wool that the congregation members donated. They used 
simple looms to make the hats and scarfs and could sell it in Woodlane Village for a small income.

Another six ladies took part in knotting mats from material scraps and making hand bags from sweets wrappers. A 
volunteer with ArtLIFT negotiated a free space at a local crafts market where they could sell the articles they made. 
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5.10 A Special Thank You

Bosch Rexroth South Africa and Primavera Foundation of  Germany have contributed greatly to the work 
done by LIFT.

They have donated R120 000 to buy and refit a 12 meter container to extent the Woodlane Village Clinic. 
They have also donated R260 000 to install water and electricity at the clinic.

Apart from these wonderful donations Bosch Rexroth South Africa they have also volunteered at one of  the 
Pendula events, one of  the Children’s Health Day events as well as at the Tree Planting Day. The LIFT Board 
of  Directors would like to extend a special thank you to them for their donations and help at the  
different events.

The accountant department of  Bosch in Germany also made a donation towards a medical refrigerator for 
the clinic. 

5. LIFT Projects
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Statement of Financial Position as at 31 March 2020 - Figures in Rand

ASSETS
Non-Current Assets
Property, plant and equipment  166 086

Current Assets
Loans to group companies 1380 3117
Cash and cash equivalents 27 218

1 407 529
TOTAL ASSETS 1 573 615

EQUITY AND LIABILITIES
Equity 1 497 332
Reserves 67 579 
Retained Income 1 564 911

Liabilities
Currents Liabilities
Trade and other payables 1 0986
Provisions 7 606

8 704
TOTAL EQUITY AND LIABILITIES 1 573 615

Statement of Profit and Loss and Other Comprehensive Income

REVENUE
SOS Fund Income  13 065
Street Medicine Income 468 147
General Project Income 129 820
Moreleta Congregation Income 750 996
CGD Store Income 103 138
LIFT Events Income  11 194
Community Health Workers Income 211 338
Domestic Training Income 8 523

1 696 221

6. Finances
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6. Finances

Operating Expenses
Advertising 314
Auditors Remuneration 5 000
Bank Charges 3 547
Cleaning 458
Clinic General Needs Expenses 32 554
Commission paid 2 275
Cooking Classes 7 121
Craft essentials 2 695
Depreciation, amortisation and impairments 33 065
E-Pap 18 417
Employee costs 377 707
Entertainment and refreshments 4 699
General Expenses 2 544
Groceries 292 445
LIFT Event expenses 9 273
Motor Vehicle Expenses 2 518
NPO Organisations Subsidies (Donations are received for PEN, Phylis 
Robertson, Vastfontein etc and LIFT then channels these donations to 
the organisations)

535 200

Needlework Expenses 8 570
Petrol and Oil 9 200
Printing and Stationary 9 781
Repairs and maintenance 3 546
SOS Fund Expenses 13 065
Skatkis Meeting Expenses -
Subscription and registrations 1 903
Telephone and SMS 3 387
Theft 1 700
Training 692
Travel – local 2 899  
Vegetable Garden Project Expenses 4 365
Wi-fi Clinic Expenses 1 361
Woodlane Village Fund Expenses 331 346

1 721 647
Operating Surplus (deficit) for the year (25 426)
Investment income 93 063
Finance costs (58)
Surplus for the year 93 005
Other Comprehensive surplus -
Total Comprehensive Surplus for the Year  67 579
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Statement of Changes in Equity

Figures in Rand Other NDR Retained income Total equity
Balance at 01 April 2018 1 144 742 57 549  1 202 291
Surplus for the year - 91 922 91 922
Other Comprehensive surplus - - -
Total Comprehensive surplus  - 91 922 - 91 922
Transfer between reserves 289 779 (57 549) 232 230
Total Changes 289 779 (57 549) 232 230
Balance at 1 April 2019 1 434 521 91 922 1 526 443
Surplus for the year - 67 579 67 579
Other Comprehensive surplus -
Total Comprehensive surplus - 67 579 - 67 579
Transfer between reserves 62 811 (91 922) (29 111)
Total Changes 62 811 (91 922) (29 111)
Balance at 31 March 2020 1 497 332 67 579 1 564 911

7. Summary

LIFT has been able to make a difference in the lives of  many individuals and welfare organisations and 
for this we thank our Heavenly Father who provided in all the needs.

LIFT hopes to start with a veggie demonstration garden at the clinic to be able to train the residents in 
how to make compost, use grey water and use the space they have to the optimum.

LIFT would like to thank every volunteer, organisation and company that made it possible to extend a 
helping hand to the residents of  our community.

Statement of Cash Flows

Cash flows from operating activities
Cash generated from operations 9 123
Interest income 93 063  
Finance costs (58)
Net cash from operating activities 102 128

Cash flows from investing activities
Purchase of  property, plant and equipment (77 395)
Net movements in loans with group companies 30 496
Net cash from investing activities (46 899)

Total cash movement for the year 55 229
Cash at the beginning of  the year 1 100  
Transfer between reserves (29 111)
Total cash at the end of the year 27 218
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Retha Erasmus
Executive Director and Public Officer

012 997 8006 | retha@moreleta.co.za


